
URBAN 
PLANNING

GUIDEBOOK
SENIOR THESIS



PROPOSAL

1.  Engagement is key to creating better communities

2. Urban planning affects many aspects of life

3. Public participation in planning is currently low

4. Existing resources are often inaccessible in design

5. Accessible information allows people to get involved

6. Good design is key to making information accessible



CONCEPTING Research

1.  Current thinking aims to demystify planning

2. Existing few participants are not representative of community

3. Lack of knowledge and resources prevents participation

4. Participation enhances community, life satisfaction, and trust

5. Visualization is key in communicating with the public

6. Current resources are not made with citizens in mind

New Urbanism Best Practices Guide:
https://www.cnu.org/sites/default/files/BestPracticesGuideRed.pdf

Design Walkable Urban Thoroughfares: A Context Sensitive Approach:
https://www.ite.org/pub/?id=E1CFF43C-2354-D714-51D9-D82B39D4DBAD



CONCEPTING Personas

1.  Group contains range of ages and city population size

2. Each persona experiences different issues with urban planning

3. Every persona is unsure of how to see they changes they want in their community



CONCEPTING Outcomes

1.  Create a guidebook to help citizens engage in urban planning

2. Available as a printed book and digital PDF

3. Includes information on planning concepts and ways to get involved

4. Resource should be accessible, informative, and engaging



CONCEPTING Color/Type Studies



CONCEPTING Color/Type Studies



CONCEPTING Visual Aid Studies



CONCEPTING Dimensions



CONCEPTING Dimensions



CONCEPTING Visual Style

HEADING - BICYCLETTE
SUBHEADING - BICYCLETTE
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CONCEPTING Visual Style



EARLY DESIGN Templates



EARLY DESIGN Templates



FINAL DESIGN Cover Front/Back



FINAL DESIGN Table of Contents/Section Title



FINAL DESIGN Subsection Title



FINAL DESIGN Informational



FINAL DESIGN Visual Aids - Partial Page



FINAL DESIGN Visual Aids - Full Page



FINAL DESIGN Text-Heavy/Resources


